Proliferative activity of cells in mouse thymus and spleen under different diurnal regimens of interleukin-2 administration.
Circadian variations in spontaneous and concanavalin A-stimulated proliferation of mouse thymocytes and splenocytes were studied after administration of recombinant interleukin-2 at different times of day. Differences were revealed in the effect of morning and evening treatment with the cytokine. The time of injection corresponded to various phases of the natural circadian rhythm of endogenous interleukin-2 production, which probably contributes to diurnal differences in the influence of this cytokine.